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US Army Corps of Engineers 

BUILDING STRONG® 

The New Orleans District provides 

comprehensive water resources management to 

include navigation, hurricane and storm damage 

risk reduction and environmental stewardship 

for south Louisiana in order to ensure public 

safety and benefit the nation. On order, conduct 

contingency operations as well as support to the 

National Response Framework. 

Our Mission Statement 



34,600 civilian 

employees 

 

650 military members 

 

9 Divisions world wide 

 

43 Districts 

 

Covers the entire US 

and 91 other countries 

 

 

Our Organization 
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BUILDING STRONG® 

• 2,800 miles of navigable channel 

• 14,500 miles of coastline 

• 973 MR&T miles of levees 

• 325 miles of hurricane levees 

 

• 18 locks and control structures 

• 15 pumping plants 

• 13 recreation areas 

New Orleans District 
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The Three Major Flood Risks in Coastal LA 

River 

Flooding 

Hurricane 

Storm Surge 

Rainfall 
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Risk Shared Responsibility 

Risk 

Initial Risk 

Nonstructural - Zoning / Building Codes 

Coastal Protection 

Outreach 

Evacuation Plan 

Insurance 

Levees / Floodwalls / Structures 

Residual 
Risk 
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Multiple Lines of Defense 

Elements include: 
• Coastal restoration/protection 

• Structural measures 

• Non-structural features 

 (Graphic from www.mlods.org ) 
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BUILDING STRONG® 

Perimeter “Defense” 
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Cameron Parish 

Coastal  

Marsh Restoration  

Grand Isle 
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LCA 15 
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BATON ROUGE 

MORGAN 
CITY 
MORGAN 
CITY 

Flood Control 

Mississippi River & 
Tributaries Project 

Old River 

Morganza 

Bonnet 
Carré NEW 

ORLEANS 

 973 miles of 

levees in New 

Orleans District 

 3 Flood Control 

Structures 
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Sidney A. Murray Jr. 

Hydroelectric Station 

Outflow Channel 

Auxiliary 
Structure 

Old River 

Closure 

Navigation 

Canal & Lock 

Atchafalaya 
River 

Red 
River 

Lower Old River 

Upper  

Old River 

Low Sill 
Structure 

Torras 

LA. 15 HWY 

Overbank 
Structure 

Old River Control 

Complex 

30% 

70% 
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Morganza Floodway 

 Distance above New Orleans: 186 river 

miles 

 Length of weir opening: 3,906 feet 

 # of gate bays: 125 

 Width of bays: 28 feet 3 inches, 

separated by piers 3 feet wide 

 Design flow: 600,000 cfs 

 Length of floodway: approx. 20 

miles 

 Width at river: approx. 5 feet 

 Frequency of operation: 1973 and 

2011 

Morganza in 1953 
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Bonnet Carré Spillway 

 Distance above New 

Orleans: 32.8 river miles 

 Length of weir opening: 

7,000 feet 

 # of bays: 350 

 Width of bays: 20 feet 

 # of creosoted timbers: 20 

per bay 

 Design flow: 250,000 cfs 

 Length from structure to 

lake: 5.7 miles 

 Width at river: 7,700 feet 

 Frequency of operation: 

approx. every 10 years 

Spillway Construction in 1929 
Spillway 

construction 

in 1929 

16 



Questions? 
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